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', - Seveiiteeri. d'ays remain befoie the Chile'an congressional
run-"off;;. At thi's juncture, Pre'sident. Fz:ei, 'and. 'the highest levels
o'f the A'i.med: F'orces appear uriwilling or unable to pull them-
selves together 'fo block Allende. .The Chilean military's tradi-
tion, of non",-, interve'ntion, 'Frei's reluctance to tarnish his histori-

.cal 'imag'e, Gene'ral Schneider 's' firm constitutional stand, ''and

mos't importantly, , the general lick of leadership within the gov-
e'r'nmezit a'nd'military', mitigate, against. a military takeover. , Even

' though:. Fr'ei and the military. are;not. enthusiastic about turning
the goy'e'rnment over. to a Marxist they have not been able to'find
a:s olution, to, stopp'ing Allende.

At''the pr'esent' time, , only, 'one military leader of nati'onal
stature', General Roberto Viaux, appears commi'tted to' denying
Allende the Presidency b'y"forcei Recent reporting'izidicateg
that Viaux is planning to launch a". .golpe befor'e 24 October. ' He
repoitediy'has received pledges of suppoit fr'om a numbei. of

ff' '' th A''y. .N, A F ' dC, *b'
agrees with. Viaux

*, .- on hat needs o e one:. n a i on, ' iaux:has 'begn. receiving
finaiicial: sup'po'rt, Xr om' Ale as'sin@rim'ta'5, „.„;-Rec'entIy,
Genera 'Viaux'unsu'ccess yiapprqached:th equestijng
arms and:-ainmunition for':an upr'zsin'gie:;!' i

, :-' G'eneral;Viaux is,the.'-'-onl'y;-'milita'zy' leader 'of- ainy' statur'e. who
'

- its'-'conspicuously pr'epaied to- act'&zbut, as- a: resultyof:the'-'nearly "-

":,'succe'ss'ful;-", 'Ta''cria 'coup„'of I'a'st-.'yisar, ,'=='he waa, .'rehred'~irid:, no' longer
..- has'.a 'troop command. , ' Neve~ith'eless, "he;:has', the' respect'' of a„,large '.

numbei of/the;. non-. coznzrizs sioned ioffic'erij~": -',.;*-'.;-::. '
-."-'.!If~Viaux a'ttempts"'. a 'colup;-, on;",9 oi'„IO':Oc'tober-'. asplanned the

!+'""=-,-.;.:::'::::.":.militaiy. '„leader'ship-might-be. 'reztuctant". %o,'.mov'e, 'agai'nst'him. They
'do-not':look' f'oiw'ard'to' ari'Allen'de:piesidency and'would, piobably
welc'ome' a 'mov'e' to".d'en Y' hiin".'the, office, —:-", as Iong'. as'.-the'y do' not
have 'to':p'articlpate":tKe'mselves. ;"If' the 'military' sits'"o'n its'. h'ands, .
(ai':w'e,=-'s'uspe'cf-:they might, ') thcen";consz'deiable. -muscle would' pr'pb-,

,ably'n'ot"be 'reqiiired-'-'to 'take'o'ver, 'the g'oy'er'nment:. ':::.Genera1 Schneider
' might be' the''oiil j'bene who w'ould 'put up a::fight." ",j@jjj0ygg fOf Rele
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cBecause'. ,Via'ux's''cooper'atzon may'. be useful 'andperh'ape
.ne'c'essaiy. frir: oui. obj'ectiveszin" the. Kture' .. the Statfori has b'een
a'dyls e'd to do. everything' pos'sible' to::pr'e'vent a,'prematur'e':coup.:If=;:Viaiix"mo'vss-'an'y'way, and 'is "unsucces's'fu'l- (w'hich is,,a dist'irict
po's'sibil'zty) it would probably"'make. any 'subsequent Agenc'y, mili-'"'

' tary effort moze di'fficiilt. ' Should Viaux fail, oth'ez possibilities
may open up:.whic'h'we 'could hopefully' exploit; For' . example,
even an-'uzisu'c ce ss fui:.coup. 'att'empt might provoke-All ende 's-.",

forces to oyei-r'eact;: causing viol'e'naca; 'demonstrations, "':arid
civic' dis oide'r which might neces sita'te' military-' counter '- action.
Such' a development:"c'ould pi'ovide Frei'and'the military. w'ith' an
'o ortuni . arid-exc'ii'se: to izitervene to block Allende., ty

One' firial'consz'deiation concerning a Viaux. 'coup:" Viaux .
ma'y find it:much. :ea'si'er. to" replace Frei's- g'overn'irient than main--'. '.-.-
tain order and stability, afterwards. . 'To~riimize post=coup dks-
oider and znstabil'ity,

' the pre'sentzmilitaiy leadership may have to
cl'o's'e, -"ranks with':Viaux.


